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ABSTRACT

Solar radiation absorption and focal heating within the upper layers of the open ocean are strongly influenced
by the abundance of phytoplankton as depicted by the chiorophyll concentration. According to whether this
concentration is high or low, the heat deposition occurs within a layer that may vary in thickness from less than
10 m to more than 100 m. A simple parameterization, accounting for this dependence, is developed. It allows
the vertical profiles of heating rate to be predicted from the phytoplanktonic pigment concentration, as it can
(and will) be remotely detected from space, by using ocean color sensors. This computationally efficient pa-
rameterization has been validated in reference to the results of a full spectral model. In the simplified computation,
the solar spectrum is partitioned into two domains, below and above the wavelength 0.75 um. For the infrared
waveband, not influenced by biological materials, the irradiance profile is described by a single exponential
function, For the ultraviolet and visible (<0.75 um) band, a bimodal exponential form is adopted. The weights
associated with each of these exponential functions, as well as their specific attenuation lengths, are dependent
upon pigment concentration. These dependences are explicated through polynomial formulas, The remotely
sensed pigment values can thus be readily introduced in numerical models of the mixed layer and of regional
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upper ocean dynamics or general circulation.

1. Imtroduction

When modeling locally in-a one-dimensional way
or at large-scale physical processes occurring within
the upper oceanic layer, the heating rate resulting from
solar radiation absorption has to be reliably parame-
terized and assessed. Satellites provide a new avenue
by which information relevant to this problem can be
gathered at the required space and time scales. Nu-
merical tools have to be prepared in view of assimilating
such data into regional and global models. The total
incoming solar radiation at the ocean surface can pres-
ently be estimated from space (e.g., Gautier et al. 1980;
Dedieu et al. 1987; Bishop and Rossow 1991) and the
cloud coverage permanently monitored (Rossow and
Schiffer 1991). The “bio-optical state” (Smith and
Baker 1978) of the upper ocean, and namely its chio-
rophyll-like pigment content, will be soon continuously
determined from space using operational ocean color
sensors like the SeaWIFS and its successors. This pig-
ment concentration is the appropriate variable that can
be directly used to predict in an accurate way the ver-
tical profile of the heating rate.

At sea level, about half of the solar radiation lies in
wavelengths longer than the visible spectral region. The
solar infrared (IR) radiation (A > 0.75 um) is rapidly
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absorbed within the top ~ 10-cm layer; in contrast, the
visible and near-uitraviolet (IJV) radiation (the other
half) is much more penetrative into oceanic waters. It
is also absorbed with varying rates depending essen-
tially, in oceanic case 1 waters, on the pigment content
(Morel 1988; Lewis et al. 1990). In these waters the
chlorophyllous pigment concentration may span over
about three orders of magnitude (between say 0.02 and
20 mg m™3), and in correspondence, the euphotic
depth, Z,, varies between about 120 and 10 m. The
euphotic depth is defined as the depth where the down-
welling photosynthetically available radiation (PAR)
is reduced to 1% of its surface value. By noting that
PAR and the visible spectral domain approximately
coincide, the euphotic layer is therefore that layer inside
which 99% of the visible radiation has been absorbed.
The above extreme Z, values demonstrate how the
heated layer can be highly variable in thickness in the
open ocean.

The aim of the present work is to develop a com-
putationally efficient, yet accurate, parameterization
of the whole solar radiation absorption, as modulated
in its visible portion by the algal pigment content within
the upper oceanic layers.

2. Background

Several parameterizations of the vertical gradient of
downward solar irradiance and thence of the vertical
heating profile have been proposed. The simplest form
is a single exponentially decreasing function of depth
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(e.g., Denman 1973). A bimodal exponential function
(Kraus 1972; Paulson and Simpson 1977) can simul-
taneously account for the preferential absorption of
the red and near-infrared portion of the solar spectrum,
and for the slower decay of the most penetrative (vis-
ible) component. In the same way Simpson and Dickey
(1981) suggested a decomposition into nine spectral
bands, each with their specific exponential functions
of depth. Raschke (1975) and Woods (1980) consid-
ered many bands combined with the absorption coef-
ficients for pure water only. Zaneveld and Spinrad
(1980) reproduced the irradiance-depth curve using a
combination of an exponential function with an arc
tangent function. Calculations of heating rate within
highly colored and turbid inland waters were also pre-
sented by Kirk (1988).

In Paulson and Simpson (1977) and in Zaneveld et
al. (1981), the required parameters (4) were deter-
mined for each of the Jerlov’s “water types” (1976).
Such tunable parameterizations can be operated as far
as the water considered may be categorized within the
scheme of Jerlov’s classification (Simonot and LeTreut
1986). This descriptive classification, however, does
not rely on the bio-optical state of the ocean water
(the chlorophyll-like pigment content). It rests on the
variations in ocean transparency, as they have been
observed, without attempting to relate these variations
to their very causes, namely, to the presence of pig-
mented biological materials. Phytoplankton, with their
retinue, actually play the dominant role in determining
the optical properties of oceanic case 1 waters (Morel
and Prieur 1977). Note that the oceanic optical water
types (from I to III), as defined by Jerlov, are all in-
cluded in oceanic case |1 waters, which range from eu-
trophic (high chlorophyll content) to oligotrophic (ex-
tremely low content) waters. The chlorophyll-like
pigment concentration (i.e., Chlorophyll a plus
Phaeophytin a, thereafter denoted C) is the convenient
index for quantifying the whole algal (and derivative)
material. The spectral coefficients for attenuation of
the downwelling visible irradiance can be modeled as
continuous functions of C (Morel 1988). In this ref-
erence, the in-water heating due to visible (0.4-0.7 um)
radiation has already been assessed in relation to C by
considering uniform pigment profiles and 61 wave-
lengths. If the penetration of PAR must be described
in detail when trying to analyze and predict the pho-
tosynthetic activity, such a large number of bands con-
ceivably becomes superfluous when dealing with the
heating rate. A simpler parameterization is to be de-
veloped for incorporation into global models, to be fed
with information about the chlorophyll content, as ex-
pected from future ocean color sensors.

3. Formulation of the problem

The time rate of radiant energy, E,.., absorbed per
unit of volume at a particular depth Z (positive down-
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ward ) is expressed as [symbols and definitions are those
recommended by the International Association for the
Physical Sciences of the Ocean (IAPSO); see Morel
and Smith (1983)]

Eabs = aE,

where a is the absorption coefficient (m™') and E is
the scalar irradiance (W m™2) at the depth in question.
The conservation of energy states that this amount is
simply the derivative with respect to depth of the
downward vector irradiance E if the horizontal diver-
gence is negligible, as in a horizontally homogeneous
water body. The modulus of E, also called the “net”
downward irradiance, is the difference between the
downward irradiance, E,, and the upward irradiance,
E,, so that

aE = —dE/dZ = —d(E,— E,)/dZ. (1)

The vertical attenuation coefficient for any of the ir-
radiances above (E) is defined as

K. = —d[InE(Z)]/dZ, (2)

where x = d, u, v, or o according as Ex is E;, E,, E,
or k.

Rather than E or E, the irradiance that is more com-
monly determined (and thus modeled) is the down-
welling irradiance E,. Equation (1) can be simply
transformed into

aF = K4EJ1 — R(K./Ka)), (3)

where R is the reflectance, defined as being the ratio
E,/E,. The relative importance of the correction rep-
resented by the bracketed term is discussed in the ap-
pendix. Suffice it to say now that the ratio X,/ K; never
differs significantly from 1 and that R is essentially zero
in oceanic waters for the red and infrared domain, so
that in this domain Eq. (3) reduces to

aF = K E. (3"

In contrast, R is not zero in the visible part of the spec-
trum and an accurate estimate of E,, must account
for the existence of an upward light stream. This is
achieved by operating Eq. (1), where the net downward
irradiance is obtained through E; (1 ~ R), provided
that R can be determined (see the appendix).
Neglecting other pathways for absorbed radiant en-
ergy (see discussion below), this absorption process
essentially results in an instantaneous local increase of
heat content and thus in temperature, 8, according to

di(Z, t)/dt = Ews(Z, t)/ pcp, (4)

where p is the density (~ 1025 kg m™3), ¢, the thermal
capacity [ ~4.17 KJ (K)~'kg™'], and dr = 1 second
when E, is expressed as W m™3,

All the radiometric quantities (the E, K, R, a) are
wavelength-dependent even if the argument A has been
omitted in the above equations. The spectral compo-
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sition of the incident radiation at the surface, and
thereafter its progressive transformation throughout the
water column, remain to be examined.

4. Spectral composition of the solar flux at various
levels

a. Solar irradiance at the sea surface

About 99.5% of extraterrestrial solar radiation falls
between A = 0.25 and A = 4.25 um (e.g., see Neckel
and Labs 1984). Due to atmospheric gases (CO, and
H,O mainly) acting as efficient absorbers in the near-
IR region, the spectral composition of the solar radia-
tion at the sea surface is deeply modified, and practi-
cally no energy ( <0.9%) subsists beyond 2.5 um. Due
to N, O, O,, and O3 atmospheric absorption, the ra-
diation with A < 0.3 um does not reach the bottom of
the atmosphere. As an example, the spectral compo-
sition of the incident radiation at the sea surface (Fig.
1) has been computed for a solar zenith angle of 45°
by operating the “5S” atmospheric model (Tanré et
al. 1979, 1990) with vertically integrated water and
ozone contents of 2 g cm™2 and 0.35 cm atm, respec-
tively, and with aerosols, of maritime type, corre-
sponding to a visibility of 23 km. For clear skies the
relative proportions of IR and shortwave radiation de-
pend in a predictable manner on the solar elevation
angle and on atmospheric properties (e.g., Tanré et al.
1979; Igbal 1983). Under cloudy skies, the proportion
of shortwave radiation is relatively reinforced, in a
manner that varies according to the cloud cover and
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liquid water content (e.g., Stephens 1978; Nann and
Riordan 1991).

b. Transmission across the atmosphere~ocean
interface

The downwelling irradiance impinging just above
the surface, denoted Ez(0%), is not totally transmitted
through the interface and is reduced immediately below
the interface into E,4(07), according to

E4(07) = E«0%)(1 ~ pr — 0p), (5)
where the sum (py + pp) constitutes the albedo of the
ocean, which includes the Fresnel reflection at the air-
water boundary, pr, and the diffuse reflection origi-
nating from the upper layers, pp, much smaller than
or (see the appendix).

To the extent that the refractive index of sea water
is only a weakly decreasing function of wavelength, the
Fresnel reflection term is approximately constant
throughout the spectral domain considered; actually it
decreases by 20% between 0.3 and 2 um. Therefore,
the spectral composition of the radiation having crossed
the interface remains essentially unchanged with re-
spect to that prevailing above. The diffuse reflection
term differs from zero in the visible part of the spectrum
only, and, in this case, the backscattered flux is wave-
length dependent (see the appendix).

¢. In-water propagation and possible partitioning

1) INFRARED DOMAIN

Compared to that in the near-UV and visible range,
the water absorption in the IR domain is so enormously

1.2
11}

0.9
0.8
0.7

0.6
0.5
0.4

Wm2nm

T

0.3

0.2 [—
0.1}t

L

ﬂ

ST

00 400 600 800

» - | - 1 I\ 1 i
1000 1200 1400 1600 1800 2000 2200

2400 2600
nm

F1G. 1. Computed spectral composition of the downwelling solar irradiance impinging at the
surface (0*) and then propagated to various depths (Z = 0.1, 1, 10, and 100 m). The propagation
is computed assuming a chlorophyll pigment concentration of 0.2 mg m™3 (see text).
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FIG. 2. Vertical profiles of downwelling irradiance normalized with respect to irradiance just below the surface (07). (a) For the near-IR
solar radiation (A > 0.75 um) and a solar zenith angle (in air), 8, of 0° and 45°; the dashed line represents Eq. (8). (b) For short wavelengths
including UV radiation (A < 0.75 um) and various chlorophyll pigment concentrations (C, in mg m™3) as indicated. Note that the vertical
pigment profiles are assumed to be uniform (C = const) and that the radiation propagation is assumed to be independent from the

illumination (solar angle) conditions (see text).

larger (e.g., see Hale and Querry 1973) that it seems
advisable to separately consider two spectral ranges,
below and above 0.75 um. Below this limit and par-
ticularly in the blue-green domain, the sea water ab-
sorption is dependent on its algal content. Above this
wavelength, additional absorption, if any, remains to-
tally negligible in comparison to that of pure water.
Thus, whatever the oceanic water turbidity, a single
formulation of the heating rate associated with the IR
absorption appears sufficient. The consequence of very
high absorption is as follows: the in-water radiative field
being dominated by absorption, scattering is inopera-
tive in rearranging the light field and, in particular, in
creating a significant upward radiant stream. In such
a situation, the diffuse attenuation coefficient for net
downwelling irradiance tends simply to reduce to the
absorption along a slant path, hence

K, = K; = a/coséb,, (6)

where 8,, is the zenith angle of the refracted sun rays.
By using the spectral composition of incident radiation
combined with a()), the absorption coefficients (for
A > 0.75 um) adopted from Hale and Querry (1973;
see also Table 1), the vertical profile of the whole IR
radiation, E\g(Z), can be computed according to

2.75

Er(2) = | Ewr(Z, N)dA, (7a)

where
EwRr(Z, \) = Er(07, N) exp[—K/(N)Z]. (7b)

Here, K (\) is given by Eq. (6), and Ejr (07, A) is
derived from Ejg (0%, A), as computed via the 55
model, by using the appropriate value of the Fresnel
reflectance [Eq. (5)].

2) PARAMETERIZATION FOR THE INFRARED
RADIATION PROPAGATION

It turns out that the long wavelength radiation at-
tenuates quickly (Fig. 1) so that this energy is totally
(99.9% ) absorbed within the upper 2 meters (Fig. 2a).
When the solar elevation angle decreases, the thickness
of this IR-absorbing layer decreases as cos,,. Note that
in this spectral range, the diffuse sky radiation is small
compared to the direct sun radiation; therefore, the
above approximate formulation [Egs. (6) and (7)],
which involves only the direct solar flux direction, can
be safely adopted. By assuming a single exponential
decay for Eir(Z), Egs. (7a) and (7b) can be replaced
by

Er(Z) = Er(07) exp(—Z/0.267 cosb,.), (8)

where the attenuation length (0.267 m) is adjusted in
such a way that, when the sun is at zenith, 99% of the
IR radiation is absorbed within a layer extending down
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to 1.23 m [as when using Eqs. (7a) and (7b)]. A single
attenuation length for such polychromatic radiation
obviously ignores, and cannot reproduce, the curvature
of the vertical profile within the very top layer (Fig.
2a). Near-surface absorption is thus underestimated
down to 20-30 cm and slightly overestimated deeper,
even if the global heat deposition inside the upper 2-
m deep layer is correctly estimated. This approximation
is sufficient for practical applications, apart from those
dealing with the specific question of the sea surface
temperature as detected by satellite (especially in case
of very calm seas).

3) ULTRAVIOLET VISIBLE DOMAIN

The heat flux associated with penetrating solar ir-
radiance and its dependence on the bio-optical state
have been described in Morel (1988), but only for the
radiation band between 400 and 700 nm. It is therefore
necessary to account for the spectral domain 300-400
and 700-750 nm. The parameterization of the atten-
uation coefficient for downwelling irradiance rests upon
the formalism previously used to express the nonlinear
relationship between K,(\) and the chlorophyll pig-
" ment concentration, C (Morel 1988):

Ki(N) = Ky(N) + X(M[C]D. (%)

Here K,,()\) represents the spectral value of the diffuse
coeflicient for optically pure water. In the range 400-
700 nm the coefficients X(\) and the exponents e(\)
were obtained from regression analyses performed on
the log-transformed data [K;(\) in m™!, and Cin mg
Chl m™3]. Reproduced from the above reference these
three parameters (with AX = 5 nm) are given in Table
1, together with the new values, extrapolated as ex-
plained below.

The rationale when extrapolating the X and e values
is as follows. In the near IR it is simply assumed that
the oceanic biogenous material is no longer absorbing
beyond 750 nm; thus, X is"'made regularly decreasing
from 0.03 (its value at 700 nm) down to 0 (at 750 nm),
whereas the value of the exponent is kept constant
(0.60). ’

In the near-UV, measurements of the Chl-specific
absorption a*(\) for algae in culture have been fre-
quently carried out down to 350 or 360 nm; a*(A) is
the spectral absorption coefficient of a pure algal sus-

pension, after dividing by its chlorophyll content. The -

shape of the a*( \) spectrum is a guideline to predict
the spectral values of the Chl-specific attenuation coef-
ficient for downwelling irradiance, denoted k.(\). It
has been shown (Morel 1988) that the k.(\) and a*()\)
spectral shapes tend to coincide at high C values. In
such eutrophic waters, the influence of associated bio-
genic (living and detrital) materials is reduced com-
pared to that of living algae. In contrast, an inverse
situation is observed in oligotrophic waters with very
low C values. For such waters, the k.(\) spectrum tends
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to resemble that of nonalgal materials; the maximum
at 440 nm vanishes and is replaced by a featureless
branch, weakly ascending toward shorter wavelengths
(e.g., see Bricaud and Stramski 1990). The k, coeffi-
cient being the derivative of K, with respect to the pig-
ment concentration, it is therefore expressed as

k() = e\ x(M)[C]*™M (10)

With both these constraints, at very high and very low
C values, it is possible to infer plausible values for X(\)
and e(\) from 400 down to 350 nm. Below 350 nm,
information is scarce, in particular about the existence
of a quantitative link between the K (\) values and
the pigment concentration. The only data available
(Smith and Baker 1981; Baker and Smith 1982) have
been tentatively used to constrain the extrapolation of
the X(\) and e()\) parameters from 350 to 300 nm.
The uncertainty in this extrapolation is of minor im-
portance in the present problem, because this spectral
domiain provides less than 2% of the total radiant energy
(the conclusion should be different as far as the eco-
logical implications of the solar UV penetration would
be concerned).

The entire set of K, (), X()\), and e(\) values within
the interval 300-750 nm is provided in Table 1. With
these values, the K, (\) spectra can be computed
through Eq. (9) for varying C values, ranging between
0.02 and 20 mg m~2 (Figs. 3a and 3b). The spectral
values of the downwelling irradiance at some selected
depths and when C = 0.2 mg m™ are also displayed
in Fig. 1.

The penetration of the UV and visible downwelling
irradiance can be assessed by integrating with respect
to wavelengths, in a way similar to that used for E\g
[Eq. (7a)]. The limits of the spectral range are 300
and 750 nm, and K;(\), now depending on C, is ex-
pressed through Eq. (9). In relation with the local ab-
sorption [Eq. (1)], the downwelling irradiance must
be corrected to account for the upwelling stream, no
longer negligible for this spectral domain. The spectral
values of reflectance, shown in Fig. 9 (see the appendix )
as a function of the chlorophyll pigment concentration,
have to be used to derive the net downward flux
through E,(N)[1 — R()M)]. Here, E.;, which represents
the flux for the entire UV-visible domain, is finally
obtained as a function of depth through

750 ’
E.i(Z) = 0 EAZ, M[1 — R(M)]dX, (11a)

where
E Z,\) = Es(07, A) exp[—K4(N)Z] (11b)

and where K; and R are independent of Z in these
equations but do depend on C. Examples of vertical
profiles of E,; are provided in Fig. 2b. These compu-
tations are considered as “accurate” to the extent that
the full set of parameters (91 spectral values of k,,, X,
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TABLE 1. For the range 400-700 nm the K,,, X, and e values [Eq. (8)] are reproduced from Table 2 in Morel (1988); K,, is expressed as
m™!. In the 300-400 and 700-750 nm domains the K,, values are interpolated between those proposed by Smith and Baker (1981), and the
additional X and e values are selected as described in the text. For the 750-2600 nm domain, the values of the absorption coefficient, 4, to
be used in Eq. (6), are derived from the values of the imaginary part of the index of refraction, as given in Hale and Querry (1973).

A KN A KN A a(A)

(nm) (m™") x(\) e(\) (nm) (m™") xX(\) e(\) (nm) (m™')
300 154 .196 889 530 0.052 047 670 775 2.400
305 135 191 878 535 0.054 045 665 800 1.963
310 116 187 867 540 0.057 044 660 825 2972
315 .105 .183 856 545 0.062 043 655 850 4.331
320 094 179 845 550 0.064 041 650 875 5615
325 085 174 834 555 0.068 040 645 900 6.786
330 076 .170 823 560 0.072 039 640 925 14.401
335 070 .166 812 565 0.076 .038 630 950 38.764
340 064 161 801 570 0.081 036 623 975 44.857
345 058 157 790 575 0.094 034 615 1000 36.317
350 053 153 778 580 0.107 .033 610 1200 103.568
355 .048 .149 767 585 0.128 .033 614 1400 1238.685
360 044 .144 756 590 0.157 032 618 1600 671.515
365 040 .140 737 595 0.200 033 622 1800 802.851
370 035 136 720 600 0.253 034 626 2000 6911.504
375 .031 131 700 605 0.279 .035 630 2200 1650.764
380 027 127 685 610 0.296 036 634 2400 5005.604
385 025 123 673 615 0.303 038 638 2600 15321.306
390 023 119 670 620 0.310 .038 642

395 022 114 668 625 0.315 040 647

400 .021 110 668 630 0.320 .042 .653

405 020 A1 672 635 0.325 043 658

410 020 d12 .680 640 0.330 .044 663

415 019 113 687 645 0.340 045 667

420 018 113 693 650 0.350 045 672

425 018 110 701 655 0.370 .046 677

430 017 .108 707 660 0.405 047 682

435 017 .106 708 665 0.418 049 687

440 017 104 707 670 0.430 .052 695

445 017 .100 704 675 0.440 052 697

450 017 .097 701 680 0.450 051 693

455 017 094 699 685 0.470 044 665

460 017 090 .700 690 0.500 039 640

465 017 086 703 695 0.550 034 620

470 018 082 703 700 0.650 030 .600

475 018 079 703 705 0.742 025 .600

480 019 075 703 710 0.834 020 600

485 020 073 704 715 1.002 015 .600

450 022 069 702 720 1.170 010 600

495 024 .066 700 725 1.485 007 .600

500 027 .064 .700 730 1.800 .005 .600

505 .032 .060 .695 735 2.090 .002 .600

510 038 058 .690 740 2.380 .000 .600

515 .045 054 685 745 2.420 .000 600

520 049 050 680 750 2.470 .000 .600

525 051 047 675

e, and R) are used. In reference to these accurately
computed profiles, the next step is to develop a less
computationally expensive parameterization, with,
however, the capability of reproducing the main fea-
tures of the profiles, as well as their dependency on the
pigment content.

4) PARAMETERIZATION FOR THE VISIBLE
RADIATION PROPAGATION

To simulate this propagation a bimodal exponehtial
function is selected, as in Kraus (1972), but here re-

stricted only to the near-UV-visible portion of the solar
spectrum. The various vertical profiles E,;(Z), com-
puted for various values of C (where C was kept con-
stant along with depth), are separately fitted (least
square roots method) on an equation of the form

Evis(Z) = Evis(o—)[Vl exp(—Z/Zl)
+ Vaexp(—2/2Z,)], (12)

where V' and V, (with V| + V, = 1) represent parti-
tioning factors and Z,, Z, are the associated attenuation






